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E lean contemporary casual., Buro-minimalist... Qld
world charm... or maybe an eclectic blend.  Just as
& writh the couch and sofa styles shown above, you may
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knowing what we like

1s often more important
than knowing the history
of furniture styles.

admire rooms in all these styles, but knowing what you
can live with and setting a
clear direction will save you

time, tears and money




here are a few
things to consider:
image. Look in your clothes closet. After

all, your home is a setting for you and s

farmily. Do you wear twin set

= and

Chances are you are a traditionalist
comes to furnishings. Do you have piercings
and tattoos? Well you get the idea, Too radical

should your ‘home’
be a quiet sanctuary
—or a bustling hub
for friends, family
and neighbors?

a shift may seem exciting, but may make you
unhappy in the long run

feeling. Do you like to feel that home is 2
quiet sanctuary? Or is it a bustling hub for
friends, family neighbars, ete.? A busy li
may work better with more casual déc
with skateboards, schoolbooks and toy ch

are the antithesis of minimalist design. If yc
live alone or are married to a neat freak a more

formal style may suit yvou to a tee,
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your house? An open plan,

be out of scale and resis-

mning with the archi-

r house in mind will give you a

d bookstore that has all the

Which ones capture your




what do 1 see?

latte and take a stack to the reading table. Thumb
around and see which magazines show the most
styles that vou like. Buy 3 or 4 and take them home.
Tear out and make a pile of all the rooms that appeal
to you, MNext, take a pad of post-its, noting what you
like in each picture and attaching it for future refer-
ence, Tou may like the coler in one room, the scale,
patiern, feeling or style of others—it may be just ons
element like a chair with curvy, carved cabricle legs or
a rough-hewn stane floor that attracts your attention.

If you have enough pictures, you will start tosee a
consistent pattern of colors and styles you like. You

may be drawn to the dark wood tones and warm colars
of an old world style. You may find that vou prefer light,
airy florals of an English garden, or the more reserved
neutral pallet of a Japanese-inspired dining room. The
trick is to look at each picture quickly. Go with vour
gt Don't cver-think the process and you will discover
what makes you comfortable and happy. Bemember,
you can't change your décor as easily as you change
your clothes so don't go too far out on a limb.

Louis XV ar XVI? Professional designers, serious
style-o-philes and wealthy antique collectors, know
and relish the differences between classic styles, If

what looks appeal to you?
what it is... what it takes...
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wood./finishes details fabrics colors
i . o ek : htan e
english mahagaony, f:nak ::r@:ai. SI_WEI', Ie#har, [# 3 I
country scrubbed pine, wing chairs, chintz, black,
marble, brick, straight lines or damask, rust.
.25 fieldstone. gentle curves. floral.
. imple, cotton clear blues,
american i ol s*
country pine, clean lines, wionls. greens,
beech, can be rustic or reds,
maple. maore formal. yellows.

: mo_n_dﬂte simple country cotton, toile, white paired
S pinted wood. styles, crystal checks, with blue, rose,
corce chandeliers. stripes. black or cream.

s walnut, curvilinear, velvets, rich golds,
dark oak, marble, carved detail, gilks, reds,
tuscan painted wood, classic urm, [uxurious russets.
43 textured plaster shaped lamps. trim.
e e, geometric shapes, bold brights
clean lines. Eeometric neutrals,
modern patterns, black and
sofid colors. white.
= clean lines, silks, cottons, taupe,
. japanese geometric spaces linen, grey,
modern based on number =solids and white, black,
of tatami mat subtle smoke,
sSqQuares, patterns. red.

ahart by christoph b




you are one of these,
Hepplewhite from Queen Anns

Art Deco
For most of us, knowing what we hkt= =
more important than knowin oy of

ﬁ*r-*.itu*e sty?e.-s E‘npular A.rrlr—-

don’t over-think
the process. you
will discover what
makes you comfort-
able and happy.

To achieve looks that fall into this catego Iy
many American companies offer lurniture wish
period European and Asian influences so yon
can creats a formal English dining room. &

‘.'-!.l‘!.'.-{ channe

De Inspared D

1 Tuscan kitchen, or a Zen-like
d genuine antique accessories

¢ catch-all for a myriad of styles

he Pottery Bam, Euro-fresh

mid-=cale Crate and Barrel, or the more

.
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your granamotiner

sive Maurice WVillency.

v stores and websites for

r price range. If yvou're not
visit '3"_|C| WIOOIMS 'I"I'.""|'I,]| NG
and Bloomingdale’s that
" that allow you to expe-
d look of many different
details, color palettes and
) create each space.

_'(-:-E‘:‘ it personal. Whatever style you choss,
make it your own, You may
the design
lire on vacation. You could
coessiul room around a settee

of a rug or piece of

left you. Or, you might try
nbining styles. To achieve
sctic design, remember to

JCOHTE =+

in your room that share a
T, scale, shape and feeling.
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